
YMCA Camp Mason Outdoor Center  

Chaperone Guide 

 

Thank you for being a part of your group’s outdoor education program at the YMCA Camp 

Mason Outdoor Center.   We hope that your time at our camp is enjoyable and that you get as 

much out of the experience as the children in your charge. Please review this document prior to 

attending the trip and let us know if you have any questions. 

 

Our mission at Camp Mason is “through the transforming experience of outdoor camping – rich 

in bonding friendships, physical activity, and fun – YMCA Camp Mason will lead youth, 

families, and community to an awareness of our core traditions of environmental stewardship, 

spirituality and respect for our fellow man.”  Although your group’s primary purpose for 

attending Camp Mason’s Outdoor Center is outdoor education our mission highlights many of 

the other wonderful benefits to an educational experience here at camp.  Residential outdoor 

education helps young people learn to live with others in a communal atmosphere, take part in 

community chores, abandon the social circles that so often exist in school, discover strengths that 

may not be obvious in their home setting and learn skills that will aid in creating better students 

when they return home.  All of this on top of the YMCA’s national character education program, 

Caring, Honesty, Respect and Responsibility. Some guidelines follow that will help you, help us 

achieve these goals. 

 

General guidelines: 

   

• Outdoor education participants should not enter the following areas without the supervision 

of a Camp Mason staff member 

• Pool area 

• Boating and Canoeing dock 

• A.S.E/ Low ropes course 

• High Ropes course 

• Skate Park 

• First aid kits are located in several spots throughout camp. Camp Mason staff are all certified 

in Basic First Aid and C.P.R. for the Professional Rescuer.  Camp Mason also stores 

Automatic External Defibrillators in our administrative offices and in our dining hall for use 

in emergencies. 

• Please remember that alcohol is not permitted at Camp Mason. 

 

Cabin guidelines: 

 

• Please keep children out of buildings that are not their own. 



• Keep doors (and in the winter, windows) closed when not in cabins. Here in the woods of 

New Jersey conservation is a priority and heat should be conserved at all times. In addition 

we do have animals that can be curious and ensuring that doors remain closed keep pesky 

raccoons out of campers luggage. 

• Thermostats should be monitored by you alone. Do not allow children to operate the heating 

system. 

• Please ensure that all lights are turned off when not in the cabins, we practice environmental 

stewardship here at camp and minimizing the use of electricity is and simple way of doing 

just that. 

 

Activity Guidelines: 

 

• Please encourage the children to participate in all of the activities made available to them. 

We have a “challenge-by-choice” ethic at Camp Mason. That being said we all want to do 

our utmost to encourage participants to take advantage of every opportunity extended to them 

while at camp. 

• Help the activity leaders establish discipline within the activity group. We expect your 

involvement in correcting any misbehavior by the campers. 

• Encourage the campers to follow rules set down by the activity leaders. Rules are established 

for the safety of the group members and your assistance in maintaining these rules will 

ensure a safe, enjoyable activity for all. 

 

Your contribution as a group chaperone while here at camp is a very important one.  Many of the 

campers talk about the fun and learning that occurred here for years to come. As a chaperone you 

play a key part in this success. Any questions that you may have regarding safety policies and 

procedures should be directed to one of our capable Camp Mason staff. 

 

Thank you for your involvement 

 

 


